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WTS Michigan Members, Sponsors and Friends –  

It has been a true privilege to serve as President of this 
outstanding chapter over the past year. During that time, we 
have experienced significant membership growth, 
strengthened sponsor engagement, and delivered a wide 
range of programs throughout the state, including a new 
event in Traverse City, to better serve our members 
statewide. We have also broadened our impact by engaging 
the next generation of engineers through key initiatives such 
as the Construction Science Expo in Lansing, sponsoring a 
Multimodal Special Award at the Future Cities competition, 
and most recently participating in Engineering Day at the 
Grand Rapids Public Museum.  

Of course, none of this would be possible without our Chapter Sponsors and employers 
who believe in the mission of WTS and encourage their team’s active participation. Thank 
you to our longstanding sponsors and to those supporting us for the first time. Your 
continued trust and generous support make our programs and impact possible. We are 
grateful for your partnership and look forward to growing together in the year ahead. 

As the chapter continues to make progress toward its biannual goals, we encourage you 
to get involved by joining a committee. As a volunteer-driven organization, our success is 
made possible through the dedication and collaboration of our members. I can truly say 
that WTS has given back to me in equal measure to the effort I have invested. We have 
an exciting calendar planned for 2026 and hope to see you at an upcoming event! 

By building on what we’ve already achieved, we can keep strengthening a dynamic 
community focused on elevating women in 
transportation. I invite each of you to stay 
engaged, contribute your ideas, and 
continue supporting one another as we 
pursue our common goals. Thank you for 
your past, present, and future dedication to 
WTS! 

 

 

Lauren Warren 

WTS Michigan President  

CONGRATS DANI & MICHELLE! 
Congratulations to WTS MI Members Dani Booms (HNTB) & Michelle 
O’Neill (MDOT) for winning the 2026 ACEC/MDOT Partnering Award! 

http://www.wtsinternational.org/chapters/michigan
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wts-michigan
https://www.facebook.com/WTSMichigan/
https://twitter.com/wtsmichigan
https://www.instagram.com/wts_michigan/
https://wts2026.eventscribe.net/index.asp?launcher=1
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2025 HOLIDAY PARTY 
  WTS Michigan Chapter members and friends gathered at Coratti’s Pizzeria in Howell for a night networking and Bocce Ball. 
Guests enjoyed snacks and drinks while enjoying conversation and friendly competition. The Saran Wrap gift game made a 
comeback! 
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WOMEN WHO LEAD 
In January, WTS Michigan launched a virtual series celebrating “Women Who Lead”. This 3-part series spotlights women who 
are using their technical expertise and leadership skills to pave the way for the future of transportation. In each session, we 
have heard directly from each of the women about their path to leadership followed by live Q&A.  

• Part 1 featured Barb Arens, the managing principal at C2G with 40 years of experience in the transportation market.
During her session she shared her journey to executive leadership including the challenges that she navigated and the
lessons that helped shape her career.

• Part 2 featured Amy Trahey, the president of Great Lakes Engineering Group. At the age of 28, she started her own
engineering company. She discussed her leadership blueprint and the path that led her to build and grow a successful
engineering firm.

Don’t miss our final session featuring Regine Beauboef, CEO and Transportation Executive at American Roads | Detroit 
Windsor Tunnel. With more than 40 years of transportation and infrastructure experience, Regine will share her insights on 
leadership, resilience, and navigating complex organizations. Register here! 

Thank you Barb and Amy for sharing your wisdom and experiences with us! 

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS
WTS Michigan will be hosting the Central Region Conference in Fall 2027.  This conference will bring 
in 200+ attendees from throughout the Midwest. The 2-day conference is our opportunity to shine!
We are forming a planning committee and seeking volunteers for a variety of roles. If you want to 
be a part of the planning committee, please contact Laura Rampersad, WTS Michigan Vice 
President, at llrampersad@modjeski.com or (616) 481-8145.  

https://form.jotform.com/260275742678164
mailto:llrampersad@modjeski.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/barbara-arens-pe-ptoe-5659b122/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/amy-trahey-09a50013/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/regine-beauboeuf-pe-393b31145/
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FUTURE CITIES COMPETITION 
WTS MI kicked off the New Year at the Michigan Regional 
Future City Competition hosted by the Engineering Society 
of Detroit. The Future City Competition is an annual event 
that invites students to design and build a scale model 
displaying their vision of a city at least 100 years from 
now. The annual competition centers around the central 
question of “How can we make the world a better place?”. 
This year’s theme was “Farm to Table”. It presented the 
students with a challenge to design a future city that with 
creative, sustainable systems to produce, distribute, and 
consume food with the end goal of eliminating food waste. 
WTS sponsored a special award for Multimodal Excellence. 
Congratulations to our award winner the Islamate Team 
from the Michigan Islamic Academy in Ann Arbor. 
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BUILDING A NEW GENERATION OF ENGINEERS 
WTS Michigan members and friends have had the pleasure of volunteering at a number of youth events this 
school year. From the Lansing Construction Science Expo to Future Cities to the Grand Rapids Public 
Museum Engineering Day, WTS members are helping to build the next generation of transportation 
engineers! 

Thanks to our judging team: Yichen Chen, Lori Swanson, Lauren Warren, 
Kim Webb, and Gorette Yung pictured here with students.
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Upcoming Events 
March 11, 2026, 12:00pm to 1:00pm EST - WTS 
Winter Virtual Series: Women Who Lead Part 
3 Featuring Regine Beauboeuf 
Our final session will feature Regine Beauboeuf, CEO and 
Transportation Executive at American Roads | Detroit 
Windsor Tunnel. Register here!  

March 26, 2026, 5:30pm to 9:00pm - WTS 
Michigan Annual Scholarship and Awards 
Banquet 
Join WTS MI at the Oak Pointe Country Club in Brighton, 
MI for an evening dedicated to celebrating the 
achievements and contributions of women in 
transportation. This event honors outstanding individuals, 
showcases scholarship recipients, and highlights the 
continued progress of women in the industry. 

Register here! 

Spring 2026 - Top Golf 
Dust off your golf clubs and join WTS MI for an afternoon 
of golf at Top Golf. Registration information for this 
popular event will be coming soon. 

May 5-7, 2026 - WTS International Annual 
Conference 
We look forward to seeing WTS members, chapters, 
partners, friends and fellow transportation professionals 
at the 2026 WTS International Conference in Los Angeles, 
CA. Registration is now live! 

May 15, 2026, 1:00pm to 4:00pm - Joe Louis 
Greenway Tour 
Join WTS MI for a tour of the Joe Louis Greenway. More 

information to come soon!  

June 2026 - City of Kalamazoo Bike Tour 
Calling all cycling enthusiasts! WTS MI will be hosting a 
bike tour in Kalamazoo this summer. Stay tuned for more 

information and registration. 

July 31, 2026 - Scholarship Golf Outing 
Get your foursomes together and come join WTS MI at 
the Wheatfield Valley Golf Course in Williamston, MI.  
Registration information for this popular event will be 
coming soon. 

Get Involved with WTS 
WTS Michigan has a variety of committees for members 
who are interested in getting more involved in the 
chapter. If you are interested in joining a committee, 
please contact one of our committee chairs for more 
information. 

Membership:  
Recruit and retain chapter members. Please contact co-
chairs Anna Kayser and Vanessa Martin. 

Scholarship:  
Organizes fundraising events and the award of multiple 
undergraduate and graduate scholarships to help 
female  candidates achieve their goals as a 
transportation professional. Please contact co-chairs 
Maddie Reitz and Jasna Cehaja. 

Programs:  
Help plan WTS Michigan Chapter events. Please contact 
co-chairs Kitty Rothwell and Michele Fedorowicz. 

Communications:  
Facilitates communication with members and friends of 
WTS through newsletters, social media and the chapter 
website. Please contact chairwoman Srishti Jaipuria. 

Mentoring/Diversity:  
Works to advance the WTS vision for equity and access 
for women in transportation. Please contact chair Liz 
Harding. 

Corporate Sponsorship:  
Works with local sponsors to support the professional 
development of Michigan women in the transportation 
industry. Please contact co-chairs Barbara Arens and 
Kelly Ferencz. 

Transportation YOU:  
Works with local youth organizations and schools to 
encourage the exploration of studies and careers in all 
modes and all roles in the transportation sector. Please 
contact chairwoman Theresa Petko. We are currently 
seeking a chairperson to cover eastern Michigan! Please 
reach out if you are interested! 

WTS Michigan was founded in 1998 to support the 
advancement of women in Michigan’s transportation 
industry.  The Michigan Chapter is a dynamic and 
interdisciplinary group of professionals committed to 
transforming the transportation industry though the 
advancement of women.  We actively support our 
future colleagues and introduce students to a broad 
variety of transportation-related careers. 

Chapter History 
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https://form.jotform.com/260275742678164
https://www.wtsinternational.org/events/2026-annual-scholarship-and-awards-banquet
https://wts2026.eventscribe.net/index.asp?launcher=1
mailto:akayser@fishbeck.com
mailto:vlmartin@fishbeck.com
mailto:mreitz@hntb.com
mailto:jcehaja@hntb.com
mailto:kitty.rothwell@gmail.com
mailto:fedorowicz@semcog.org
mailto:Srishti.Jaipuria@aecom.com
mailto:eaharding@hengineers.com
mailto:barbara.arens@itsc2g.com
mailto:Kelly.Ferencz@wsp.com
mailto:petkotheresa@gmail.com
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PLATINUM LEVEL 

GOLD LEVEL 

SILVER LEVEL 
Cincar Consulting Group 

Wade Trim 

BRONZE LEVEL 
CDM Smith 

Clark Dietz 

Fishbeck 

Fleis and VanderBrink 

HDR 

THANK YOU TO OUR 2026 SPONSORS! 
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IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO BECOME A 2026 SPONSOR OF 
THE WTS MICHIGAN CHAPTER!

https://pci.jotform.com/form/253085836508161

